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order to divert the attention of foreign countries from the
central task on which it was engaged
The conduct of this campaign for liberation required strict
disciplining of the nation At this point thr disastrous idea came
into play of assuring success in the leadership of the masses
through modern methods of propaganda, by placing a man of
the masses in the centre of the campaign. The military leaders
had rightly intended to carry on the campaign for liberation
only with the support of the nation; but the opinion grew that
tliis could be done better if in place of a genuine popular
movement, which had the disadvantage that it would be liable
to take charge and follow its own bent, a manufactured one
were made use of; this would be easier to manipulate and keep
permanently under control. So the decision was made to
accept National Socialism as the propagandist instrument for
the staging of the national "awakening.*'
The National Socialists had more than one quality in their
favour. They were more expert than any other group in the
technique of the influencing of the masses, and their skill in this
encouraged the military leaders in the belief that with National
Socialist aid they could induce the nation to accept almost any
sacrifice. National Socialism had for years been something of a
foster-child of the army. And it seemed to have a good deal
more popular sympathy than the Stahlhehn or the Jung-
deutscher Orden, both of which were tainted with reaction.
Above all, it centred on a man of unquestionable popularity
with the masses, a popularity unprecedented in Germany. It
was also recommended by its ruthless determination, and by a
readiness to take risks (a quality particularly to the liking of the
military leaders) which the solid middle-class members of the
Stahlhelm entirely lacked, in spite of all their military bearing.
Moreover, it had obviously obtained its great success with the
masses with the very slogans which seemed to the army heads to
be of special importance. The uniting of Socialist with